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VI IL An ahftraB of a Difcourfe inlitkdy 
Reflexions on the Medals of Pefcennius 
Niger^ and upon fome Circumftances in 
the hiftory of his Life ; writen in French 
by Mr. Claude Gros de Boze, keeper of the 
Medals in the French Kings Cabinet^ etc. 
and fen t by him to Dr. Mead, who com- 
municated it to this Society. By John Vl^'ard^ 
R. P. G. and F. R. S. 

i?.WMay3i,'-TpHE learned Author begins his Dif- 
'750- JL courfe with oblcrving, that no me- 
dals of the F.oman emperors, who reigned during 
the high empire, are more rare, than thofe of P^- 
Jcennius Niger s that they arc fomewhat fcarcer in 
filver, than in brafs5 and that it is the general opinion 
of antiquaries, there is not one extant in gold. 

And tho Anthony le Tois^ who lived about the 
middle of the fixteenth century, affirms in his poft- 
humous book oi Ant tent medals (i), that he had a 
Pefcennius in gold, and alfo fome other perfons : 
yet he thinks, that as it is not known what became 
of thofe medals, they were counterfeits 5 of which 
fort he has feen feveral, which being caft from fiiver 
ones of that emperor, were afterwards repaired more 
or lefs artfully with a graver. He is likewife of the 
fame opinion with regard to thofe, which have been 
colleded by Mediobarb from other catalogues > fince 
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Mr. Vaillanty the moft knowing and experienced 
antiquary of the laft age, in treating of the medals 
of this emperor fais exprefsly, ex auro non obfervan- 
tur (i) j and Mr. de la Baftie has alfo remarked in 
his Catalogue of the Roman emperor Sy that not with- 
ftanding what is faid by Anthony le PoiSy no medal 
of Tefiennius Niger in gold is to be found in any 
known cabinet (2). 

Sigtfmond Liebe, who in the year I750publi{lied 
the cabinet of the Duke of Saxe Gotha^ under the 
title of Gotha Numaria^ in order to prove it fupe- 
rior to that of the Duke of ^arma publifhed by 
Father Tedrujt (3), and equal at leaft to that of the 
antient Dukes ot Arfchot (4) 5 has ranged the gold 
imperial medals of thofe three cabinets in three op- 
pofite columns : and when he comes to Tefcennius 
Niger J he firft remarks, that there is no gold medal 
of him in the cabinet of Tarma 5 and then fais, that 
the ingraved one in the Arfchot collcdtion is gene- 
rally acknowledged to be counterfeit and caft. He 
likewile declares his agreement with all other anti- 
quaries, that there is no true one in gold ; but, in 
order to render the comparifon more complete, he 
has ventured to place a falfe one of Saxe Gotha 
againft that of Arfchot^ becaufe it was one of the 
firft in the collection, and not difapproved of by 
Mr. Morel (f ). 

But 



(i) l^umjmat. Imp, Rom. praeftantior. 

(2) La fcience des Medailles-y Tom. ll. p, 398* ed. 1739. 

{3) See Bandur, Bibl, Numar. />. cvii. 

;4) Ibid. p. XXXVII. 

(5) Goth, Num. cap. iii. §2. p. 49. 
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But notwithftaiiding this prevailing opinion Mr. 
de Boze fais, that for upwards of thirty years, in 
which he has had the keeping of the King's medals, 
he has not ceafcd to inquire after a Vefcennius in 
gold, as thinking it not impoffible, but one might 
be found. Becaufe, when a prince or general was 
proclaimed emperor, the firft proof he gave of his 
authority, was to order gold or fiiver money to be 
ftruck as his coin in his own palace; the confent of 
the fenate being only neceflary for Latin brafs coinSj, 
which were current at Rome^ and required the ulual 
ftgnature S. C. for Senatus covfulto. 

In the years 1726 and 1727 he received accounts, 
as he fais, of one and the fame gold medal of 
^efcennms^ as brought from four different c]uartcrs> 
firft from Spatn^ then from Sicily ^ afterwards from 
Mdlta^ and laftly from England. But he found it 
to be falfe, as all others had done, who had feen it. 
It had been caft from a fiiver one of that prince, on 
the reverfc of which is the figure of the godefs 
Hope I with the infcription of bonae sfei, which 
is the mofl common of any. Thofe in the cabinets 
oi Arfchot and Saxe Gotha have likewife the fame 
reverfc, and doubtlefs from the fame origin. 

About ten yeats afterwards a learned Englidiman;, 
who came from Montpellier^, informed Mr. de Boze^ 
that he had feen in a fmall coUeftion of one Mr. 
Veiffieres^ counfellor of the Court of Aids ^ two coins 
of "Fefcennius in gold 5 one of which was manifeftly 
falfe, and the other deferved to be examined. Upon 

■Ik 

this information he applied himfelf to an eminent 
connoifleur ^i), who viewed the two medals, as far 
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as the delicacy of the owner would permit him $ 
for he would, not fufFer them to be touched^ as fear- 
ing left fome damage might infUe from too near an 
infpeftion. However the Gentleman acquainted 
him, that they were both equally falfe ? one being 
rough caft from a filver one, and the other carefully 
repaired, fo as to give it fome appearance of a genu- 
ine coin, when compared with the former, which 
it would not have, if viewed by itfelf : that the 
rcverfe was bonae spei : and that fuch as they 
\vere, the owner would not part with them upon 
any confideration. But upon tlie death of Mr. 
Velljteres the examination of thofe medals became 
more cafy, and ferved only to confirm the judge- 
ment uiven of them 1 and the intire cblkdion was 
fold for little more than the weight. 

At length, in the month of July 1748, Mr. deBoze 
had fredi incouragementto purfue his inquiry? which 
he did with greater attention, and better fuccefs, than 
before. A barefooted Carmelite of the convent of 
Tar is Ihewed him a letter, which he had received from 
one of his own order at Marfeilles, who lately arrived 
from the Levant (1), where be had been imployed as a 
millionary. His correfpondent acquainted him, that 
he had a gold mcd^l of Tefcenmus, which the 
curious at ikri^r/2'/7/(?j' were defirous to purchafe, and 
had offered him a confiderable fum for it 5 but as 
he hoped to get more ziTflriSy efpecially if it was 
not in the King's cabinet, he dcfired him to let him 
know that^ as likewife what value Mr. de Boze put 

upon 
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upon it. His anfwer was, that he would certainly 
give a good price for it, if it wasantientj but that 
he could offer nothing, till he had fcen it. The 
owner therefore brought him the medal, which was 
fair, well preferved, and free from any thing, which 
night occafion the leaft fufpicion 5 fo that he valued 
it confiderably higher, than what had before been 
oifered, and immediately purchafed it for the King. 

Soon afrer he (hewed it to the greateft connoif- 
feurs and moft curious perfons at Taris^, who were 
charmed with the fight of fo valuable and unex- 
peded a medal in the Royal cabinet. And many 
both natives and foreigners being dcfirous of a 
draught of it, he ordered it to be ingraved 5 together 
with a Greek medallion in fdver, no Icfs rare in its 
kind, of the fame emperor, which is alfo in the 
fame cabinet, having been purchafed at London by 
Mr. Vaillant of Mr. Falkner (i), father of Sir 
Everard. A print of both thefe peices accompanies 
this paper. See Tab. I. Fig. 3 and 4. 

The gold medal, Fig. 3. has on one fide the head of 
Tefcennius Niger crowned with laurel, with this le- 
gend, IMP C AES C PESO NIGER IVSTVS AVG. And UpOn 

the reverfe, the godefs Concord^ reprefentcd by a 
female figure (landing, with a diadem on her head, 
one of her hands elevated, and a double horn of 
plenty in the other 5 and round the figure only 
the word concordia. For the letters pp, placed 
below in the feild, on the two fides of the figure, 
being the ufual abbreviation of pater patriae, 

are 
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are to be confidered as part of the infcription fur- 
rounding the head of Tefcennms. And it is well 
known, as Mr. ^/^ Boze obfervcs, that in many 
medals of the Roman emperors nothing is more 
common, than to find on the reverfe a continua- 
tion of thofe titles, which could not be contained 
on the fame fide with the head. But he thinks it 
has not been yet fufficicntly attended to, that in 
many medals of the cities in Lejfer AJia^ and efpe- 
cially of thofe in Ctltcia^ where ^efcennius was firft 
proclaimed, the title T^ater patriae y which they ex- 
prcflcd by the two Greek letters n fl, for UoCiv.^ 
TraipiS'osy is fcarce ever placed in the circular in^ 
fcription on either fide, but in the feild of the reverfe. 
For which reafon he is inclined to beleive, that this 
medal was ftruck at Tar/us, the metropolis of CV/zm, 
where that practice was more conftant, than in any 
other place. 

It would fcarce be worth obferving, he fais, that 
in the word concordia the letter d is inverted after 
this manner a, fince fuch miftakes are very common 
both in anticnt and modern coins j was it not to 
prevent any imaginary fufpicion of its being done 
by defign, as emblematical of a pretended concord 
between the two emperors Septimius Severus and 
^efcennhis Niger* But this he fiiews to be highly 
improbable on the following accounts. Firft, that 
it is wholly inconfiftent with the elegancy, grandeur,, 
and fimplicity of antient monuments 5 and efpecially 
of thofe appointed by authority, which never ad- 
mitted of any kind of ridicule. Again, that it is 
a manifeft abufe of the language of medals to ima- 
gine, that when they exhibit the name or figure of 

any 
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any deity, as Concord, Tlentjy Teace^ and others^ 
any thing more is %nified, than addrcffes made to 
them on the account of what is there expreffcd, and 
hopes of its being granted to the public. This he 
illiiftratcs from feveral inftances of imperial medals, 
wii'ch need not be here recited. And he flirther 
el'icivcs from the hiftorians of thofe times, that 
Pe/teimius, at the bcgining of his reign, might think 
it no difficult matter to have adjuftcd matters with 
Severus upon terms advantageous to himfelf. 

The filver medallion mentioned above. Fig. 4. has 
likewifethe head ofTefcenmMs^ crowned with laurels 
and a Greek infcription round it thus abbreviated, 
ATTOK KAICAP F n€CK6 NIFPU A. that is, 
Tmperatori Caefari Caio Tefcennio J>Jigro Jtijio. 
On the rcverfe is an ea2:le ftandins: on a club, with 
the legend OPONOI A ©GUN, Trovidentia Deormm 
which is found alio upon the medals of his predc- 
cellbr Tertmax, with whom he is compared by hi« 
•ftorians both for his civil and military virtues* And 
Mr, de Boze apprehends, that as the eagle and club 
are the ufual fymbols of Greek medals ftruck at 
Tyre, this might probably have been coined there, 
either in the year 193, the firft of his reign, or at 
the bc^ininc; of the following year ,• thst is, before 
the two defeats, which he received, firft nc^t Cyzicus 
in the Htllefpont, and after thit between Nicaea 
and Cius cities of Bithynia. For then the cities, 
w4iieh Severus had artfully indeavoured to draw^ over 
to his intereft, declared for him 5 more from a jca- 
lofy of their neighbours, as Herodimi obferves, than 
from any diflikc to Pefcennius (i). This revolt was 

bc^nn 
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begun at Nicomedia in hatred of Nicaea^ which 
was very zealous for TefcenniuSj and grcajy favouro 
by him. Tyre and Laodicea followed the example ef 
Nicomedia, from an averfion to Antioch and Be 
rytus. And in like manner Terinthus^ in oppofition 
to Byzantium. In order to put a flop to this threaten- 
ing mifcheif, T^efcennius ordered fome of thofc 
cities to be plundered and burnt, particularly Tyre 
and Laodicea. But among all the cities, which 
efpoufed his intcrcft, Byzantium behaved with the 
greateft gallantry 5 and even after his death held out 
a fcige of three years againft all the power of 
Severus, till at length being reduced by famine it 
was taken, and the walls demoliftied- Mr. de Boze 
has given a fuccin<fl: account of this tragical fcene 
from "Dion Caffius (i). But as it was not his defigri 
to write a narrative of all the occurrences rclatinu 
to thofe wars, which may be found in the hiftorians, 
who have profefledly treated of them (2), he im 
ploys the remainder of his difcourfe upon fomc 
particular circumftances, which refped ^efcennius^ 
and have not been yet fo throughly confidercd, as 
they deferve. 

And he remarks here, that the accounts of hifto- 
rians relating to the defcent oi Pefcennius are doubt- 
ful and uncertain 5 fome telling us, that he fprang 
from a patrician and confular family, which had 
been* imployed in the higheft offices of ftatc, and 
dwelt long at Rome in great fplendor: but others^ 
that his birth was obfcurc, both his father and grand- 
father 



f l) Lib. LXXIV. p. 844. 

■2) HerodiaPp D;o?/:, Spartk?;^ Mr. Tilkmont Tom. in. 
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father being no more than agents, or ovcrfeets, at 
the fmall town Aquinum in Naples -^ and tiiat pro- 
perly fpeaking he was a foldicr of fortune, who raifed 
himfclf gradually to command the forces in Syria^ 
and gained fome precarious honours, and a limited 
confuHhip, by the intercft of the freedmen of Com- 
moduSy but principally of Narcijfus the gladiator. 
But there are feveral antient Injcriptions yet prc- 
ferved, befides other monuments, which may afford 
fome light in this affair. Gruter has fevcn in his 
ColleBion^ with the nzmc of Tefcenmus i and there 
are fome others in ReineJIns, ^ohn Baptiji "Doniy 
and Anthony Mar atoxic and a Greek one in the 
MifcellaneaofSpn, with r nEXKENNIOX ONHSI- 
M02. But the great variety in the cognomen of 
thefe petfons render it wholly improbable, that all 
of them fhould have been of the fame familv with 
the emperor Pefcennius 5 fince there is no family, 
even in the moft flourifhing times of the republic, 
which appears to have contained fo many branches 
diftinguiihed by a different cognomen* And there- 
fore he fuppofes moft of them to have been freed- 
men or clients, vv^ho ufually affumed the family 
name of their patrons, of which he produces many 
inftances 3 befides others of foreign princes, who 
paid the like compliment to the Roman emperors. 
But Philip CL Turre has publifhed the fragments 
of two Infcriptions (i), containing the rites and ce- 
remonies of the Fratres ArvakSy who were a col- 
lege of preifts of great efteem and dignity at Rome. 

Now 



(i) Framcut, infcript. Ttatr, AtvaL 
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Now among the members of this college mention 
is made of one Pefcevnius Niger. And as thofc 
Infcriptions are dated in the fourth confulOiip of 
Commodus and fecond of Aufidius ViBorinus^ 
which anfwers to the year 183 of our common aer^i > 
Muratoriy who has fmce republifhed them, fais in 
a note, that this is the fame ^efcenniusy who ttix 
years afterwards was advanced to the empire. But 
here, as Mr- de Boze very accurately remarks, he 
has not obferved the difference of the praenomen^ 
which in all the remaining medals of this emperor 
is Caiusy but in : both the infcriptions Cubitus y nor 
taken care, as he might have done, to fupport his opi- 
nion, notwithftanding that difference in the/r^<? 
nomen. Por Commodus^ who has ufually the /m^^ 
nomen of Marcus^ has fometimes that of Lucius ^ 
and Geta either Lucius or ^ublim indifferently 5 as 
Jemilian has Caius and Marcus. Thefe are the 
only inftances, which have occurred to him$ but 
he thought it proper to mention them, that if anv 
new medal of Tefcennius fliould be found with 
Publius as x\\t praenomen^ it might not be rejected 
meerly on tiiat account. 

For a further illuftration of his family he refers to 
fome paffages in Spartiath who relates, that in the 
gardens of Commodus at Rome the figure of Tefcen- 
nius in mofaic work was placed among thofc of the 
moft intimate freinds of that emperor, as perform- 
ing a facrifice to Ifis (i). The fame writer iikewifc 
fais, that fix perfons of the name of Tefcennius 

were 
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were put to death by Sevems, all of them men of 
eminence and dignity (i). And he fmthcr adds, 
that his houfe at Rame was remaining in his time, 
and went by the name oiTefcennianai on the pe- 
diment of which was placed his ftatue, which had 
been fent him as a prefent a rege Thebaeorumy as 
he exprciies it {%). But what the real charadcr of 
the perfon was, called here rex Tkebaeomm, has not 
hitherto, as Mr. de Boze remarks, been rightly fet- 
tled ; with this inquiry therefore he concludes his 
difcourfe. 

Cafauhn, and ?frer him Saima/tus^ Reineccms^ 
and Sir Jokm Mar/ham, fuppofe there was then a 
governor of that part of Jiegypt, fubjecT: to the 
Romans, to whom they gave the title of Rex. But 
as this notion is no ways countenanced by hiftory, 
he thinks it cannot well be admitted $ and then pro- 
cedes to offer his own opinion with equal learning 
and addrefs. AugnftuSj after the defeat of Antony 
and Cleopatra, having reduced Aegypt into the form 
of a province, divided the government of it among 
feveral perfons of the equcftrian order $ not think- 
ing it fafe to intruft a nation fo unfteady, daring, 
and always given to change, in the hands of fena- 
tors, who were otherwife too powerful. This diviifion 
of -^^gfptj zs Arrian ohfcxwsj was made by the 
Romans in imitation of Alexander (3). And the 
governors, as Strah fais, appointed by the empe- 
ror, tho perfons of moderate rank, had ^y roxi 



(i) WrammtJnfcript.Fratr.ArvaL p. 69. 

(2) Ibid, p, 78. 

(3) Affim. Diixped, Akx, L, iii. r, ft 
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^cco-i>Jo)s Ta^iv, the authority of a king (i) ; or, as Taci- 
tus exprcCes it^ were lo:co repi (.2). And agrcabh- to 
this Spartian^ fpcaking of the. emperor Severus^ tells 
us, that notwithftaiiding he granted to the Alexan- 
drians a civil jurilliiflion for their private concerns; 
yet in all other things he fubjefted them to the 
abfo;ute government of a perfon fent by the empe- 
ror, ut fttb regibus ante vinxebaM (3). Broni thefe 
reflexions Mr. de Boze thinks it may naturally 
enough be imagined, that this king of Thebes men- 
tioned by Spartian was no other than a Roman 
knight, who commanded at Thebes with tJi€ autho- 
rity of a king> and might te fo called there, in 
common with the governors of? other parts of 
Aegypti and even at Rome too in their ordinary 
difcourfe. Which may fcem the more probable, if 
it be confidered, how free the Romans m^de with 
that:name, and to how many things they applied it, 
as rex facrorum^ conviviorumy zM others. jHc fur- 
ther obferves, that the cullom of giving the title of 
king to one of their -own magiftfatcs obtained aUb 
at Athens-, and fome other cities of Greece $ and 
then concludes his difcourfe with a favourable cha- 
racter of Tefcennius Niger ^ taken from anticm 
accounts. 

G. C. May 28. 

^750. J. Ward, 



(i) Lib, XVIII. fag^ 797. 
{2) Uifi. Lib, I. cap. i. 
(3) In vit. Sever, f, 70, 



IX. 






f(|fr'f%-4|(t'"^'^'^''" 



ii 5^^. 



^'443 



mm 

m 



wMim 



If 

mm 






wm 



[i/ft'l'' .\^> 











— •-s^'^ 



> 






%:ie 
















X\ :>ii (^ 







JS C'IMELW RI. 




Jfcl n ii m ii m i M a Ti laiBi ima ■ m II 



b4Mk«rX*JHMIWMK>l*M 



jPAf/^Kp. 7/yr^/€f^.jVf ^jf^. Tab. I 





nro Ki:aio 




^f^- ^-f'^'o- 




